ENLARGE YOUR TENT

Sermon delivered by Richard P. Poethig
(E1linwood=iiglate Church, April 17, 1966)

Isaiah 5422 "Enlarce the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your
habitations be stretched out; hold not back, lengthen your
cords and strengthen your stakes.”

The prophet Isaiah spoke these words to a defeated veople. The Hebrew peo-
ple had been crushed by the !‘abylonian armies. The Zabylonians had marched
through their land and scattered the Israelites %o the four winds. Jerusalem,
their chief city, lay in destruction. But even in its desolation, people from
all over were coming to find a place of security in the city. The picture was
like IHanila at the end of the second .Jorld ‘ar.

At a time when Israel was broken, the orophet Isaiak presents a vision of
hope. In their despair, Isaiah points to a new day. He envisions a day when the
Jews shall encompass the Geetiles, when their God will be recognized as the Lord
of the whole earth. FHe tells the Israclites:

Your Maker is your husbard, the Lord of hosts
is his name;
The Holy Onc cof Israel is your Redeemer,

The God of the whole eart: he is called.

Isaiah speaks to Israel about their destiny. Ile tells them what kind of
people they are meant to be and what they are to do. They are God's special
people. They are the V.I.?.0.G.. The :very important pecple of God. They are
to reach out over the earth ang tell the great things which God has done.

Isaiah illustrates wll this by using the picture of a2 tent. IHe uses the
picture of a tent to show what the people of God should be like. He speaks

to us today.
I,

In speaking to us, Isaiah uses three words. All of the words are verbs —-—
they are words of action. These are t":e inportant words tc remember in the
Dible. Our God is the God whe acts -- the Dible is the book of action. The
three words are: enlarpge, stretch, strengthen.

Isaiah tells Isrgel: "Enlarge the nlace of your tent."

Remember he was saying this at a time when Israel had been defeated and the
land was desolate. There were many wanderers throughout the country.

The people of Isrzel lived in tents. The tents were large enough to take
care of their family. The tent was the place of the close kin. It was the
place of intimate fellowship. “hen you invited someone to eat with you in your
tent, he became a part of you, and you could do him no harm. The tent symbol-
ized for Israel, the closed circle of God's people. They believed that their
God only belonged to them.

But Isaiah tells them: "Make your tent larger -- reach out for more people!
You can't live to yourselves. Your God is the Lord of the whole earth.”
Isaiah uses the word enlarge. IHe does not tell them to bring people in ...
but to push out their tent ... to make more room. The same love which holds
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the family together is to be expressed in a wider circle. The same God who is
over Israel is to be made known to those outside their family. They are to
widen their horizons and sce that their God is the Lozd of all the earth and all

who dwell on the earth,

This was the struggle that went on in the 1ife of Israel. It was the
struggle of keeping their faith withir the security of their own tent or facing
the insecurity of bringing their faith outside to the world. It was the fear
of losing the uniqueness of their position as God's people, by seeing that even
the Gentiies were God's people.

This is the same strugsle which we face today. It is still a struggle for
us to see that the earth is trvly the Lord's. God does ust outside the walls
of buildings called churches. ©God is concerned with the 1ife of men oand women
lived from 8 to 5 on the Escolta or iAyala "lwd.; or from 5 to 12 aidnight in the
editorial offices of the Manila Times and Daily Bulletin; or on the night shift
from 10 to 6 A.iM. in the factories of Pasig or iighway 54. *herc the action is--
that's where God is —- because men and women are there —- either denying or af-

firming their faith,

So Isaiah telis us today: "Enlarge your tent ..." This does not mean
pushing out the walls of sanctuary and making a bigger church. It means that
you who are the people of God, you who Sod's new Israel -- are to push out the
boundaries of the church into the city -~ in your neighborhood, in your student
dormitory, at your place of work, in your coffce break, or lunch hour. This does
not only mean holding worship services or prayer meetings. It means asking the
question: Does God have anything to co with our life in Project Six or Philam-
1ife Compound? Is God really concern=d with what goes on in the classrooms of
FEU or Philippine ‘omen's? Does God care what happens in City Hall or with
the labor relations at San liiguel or Caltex? 1Is there any word from the Lord
for us today?

Goé spoke to Isaiah in the midst of the politics of the sixth century B.C.,
does he speak 4o us in the midst of the politics of the twentieth century?

If we beiieve that our God is the Lord of the world, then we must answer
yes io these questions. e believe ti .t He is active in these places, and what
is hapoening there is a religious matter. So our question then is not whether
God is invelved, but what does he demand of us.

Ix,

Isaiah has ancther word to say to Israel: "Stretch out the curtains of
your tent!"™ Isaiah prescnts Israel with ancther Sharp picture of its task. If
your tent is to be enlarged, then you have to stretch the canvass of your tent
further to make a covering. One can see in the mind's eye, the Israelite using
all his energy to stretch out the curtains of his tent to make greater rom.

Again, Ysaiah has something to say to us today. If the church is to live
in today’s world, it must stretch itself to teach people outside its four wails.
The church does not only care for its own people, it reaches beyond its bound-
aries to show God's concern for those without the means to protect themselves.

In a growing city <here are many people for whom very few people care.
The squat?er is one example. ZEvery major city in sisia has its squatters. The
squatter is a symbol of the change taking place in Asia. The poverty in the
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rural areas force people seek their livelihood clsewhere.

iany of them are among the 100,000 people which are added to the popula-
tion of lianilz every year. ‘'hen they come to ilanila, there are no jobs for
them and there is no housing. ‘hen pecople have no steady work they are forced
to live anywhere they can find room. In Hanile, squatters have grown from
23,000 in 1946 to cver 300,000 in 1964

We hear a grezt deal about the professional squatter who makes money out
of squatting on other pecple's nropeety. Zut the professional squatter uakes
up only a small percentage c¢f the growing squatter community. Iflost squatters
are forced by circumstances t> live in sub-standard conditions. A United
Mations survey in 1963 cshowed that 80% of the sguatter populaticn lived below
subsistence. i\ recent study of a Tondo squatter area indicated that 86% of the
heads of families receive less than 200 wonthly; 17% receive no in ome at all,
Forty per cent of the family heads had no skills which they could depend upon
to get a job; 63% of them hzai less than a high school education.

A1l these factors add u» to the %kind of conditions under which people
must live. The United Nations gives us a picture of these living conditions
from a survey of squatter colcnies throughout the Philipoines:

Fifty percen* of the squatter fawilies share their one
room barong-bazrongs with another family. The squatter
comaunities are generally located in offshore areas, along
esteros or in swaapy Dlaces. There are usually 300 to
40C cersons per hectare, There is no sanmitation facili-
ties and usually has at least one of more of the follow-
ing sicknesses every year: cholera, jastro-intestinal,
resdiratory sickness, pneumonia or tuverculosis.

These arec the pecple and the areas to which the church is to stretch out
in conecern. Ellinwood as a church has responded to this concern. It has
stretched out its tent to reach into Horth Harbor, into Sapang Palay and now
intc the new tenements. DPut the church's concern cannot end there. It is not
only concerned with this group of people, but it is concerned with a city. The
problen of the squatters is only cne p .xrt of the nroblem of the whole city.

As Christians we want tc see the healthy development of the city. Je want a
city in which families will not be forced but have a job to do. ile want a city
in whick families will not be forced to live in corrupting circumstances, but
will have a chance to live in healthful surroundings. .Je want a city in which
children's lives will be thwarted by poverty and disease and crime, but will
have the oportunity to become useful citizens. This mcans that as Christians
we will be concerned with how our city prows .... with the kind of pnoliticians
that povern it, with the kind of pplice force which keeps law and order, with
the kind of universities which provide education, with the kind of industries
and bLusinesses that bring aconey tc the city, with the kind of entertainment

and recreation in which pecople spend their ieisure time. The question is not
whether God is concerned with what poes :n in this city, but how we are to bring
about the change which will bring the city closer to the city of God. How are
we tn effect the way decisions are made in City Hall, or in Congress, or in

the University, or in business or industry, sc that the city will grow into a
community wherc human values are placed tefore perscnal self-interest.

To stretch out -ne's tent means just this -- it means to see the extent
tc which our lord leads us intoc the life of the city, to transfcrm the life



of the =ity by our obedience tc Him.
IIX.

Isaiah gives us cne more worde. iHe presents us with one mere imperative.
Strengthen your stakes. .‘e called back to the nicture of the tent. /s we make
our tent larger, as we sStretch out our canvass and pull tight the ropes, we
must sink the stakes deep so that the tent will hold. 7This is a wise word from
the prophet. For if we are to enlarge our tent--tirat is, widen our mission

. in the world--if we are to siretch ¢.t cur camvass ... tat is to involve our-
selves in people's needs ... then we will necd to strengthen our stakes ...
that is, have a sure foundation ... 50 that our tent will pot come down on top
of us,

Cur stakes are Jesus Christ. The foundation "of our action in the world
is Christ. e are $b strengthen ocur belief in Him. It is Ze who has wridened
the horizon of our mission. It is he who has shown us that our faith is con-
cerned for all of life.

Isaiah spoke to Israel. He spoke to Israel about their missicn. They were
to becoue a light to the Centiles. They were to show that their lord was God
of all the earth. 3ut Israel did not enlarge its tent. Israel built its Tem-
ple in Jerusalem. The Temple represented the tent in which Israel had worshipped
in the wilderness. {it the badk of the Temple, a wall was built. This wall was
meant to separate the Gentiles from the Jews worshipping in the Temple. On the
wall there was placed a2 sign which warned all Gentiles that they were forbidden
to pass beyond the wall into the Temple. To pass -beyond tihe wall would mean
to defile the Temple. It would mean dunishment.

Israel refused to enlarge its tent ... S0 God took matiers into his own
hands. Christ came and fulfilled the words of Isaiah. He pushed out the tent
and made room for all men., The Apostle Paul reminds us of th#s wall which stood
in the Temple, when he writes to the Ephesians:

For Jesus Christ is our seace, “e has made us toth one
by breaking down the dividing wall of hostility. e has
removec the hostility of the Law, with all its command-
ments and rules, He has created in himself one new man
in place of the two. He recorciled us, Jew and Gentile,
in a single bedy to God through the cross.

Jesus Christ becanme the fulfilluent of the words of Isaiah., He tore down
the wall wiiich separated the Jews from the @entiles. Ile tore down the wall
between all men -- He showed that we all need one another. e know we need one
anctiher when we come tc Jesus Christ. Ile has repared the wav for us tc meet
other men ... because he has shown us that we all have the same fears, the same
anxieties, the same insecurity.

This is important for us who live in the city. Christ has freed us fronm
living behind the walls of the church. He has created a community for all
men. He has made us his messengers to bring men ints this comaunity.

The Christian is onc with those who are lonely in the city ... he goes out
to meet them in their loneliness., The Christian is one with those who are insecure



in the cifty <.. lie leads wmen to

The Christian is one with those who want to make the city a better place
to live ... he gives himself to working for a city in which others wight have
a fuller life.

IV,

I began this sermon by saying thet we needed to enlarge ocur teat. God
has given this comiand to us. As 2 church we all need to move together. REach
one of us are to share in this mission. This is imperative in growing city.

The strength of the church, as the strength of the family, is that there
is a place for each one of us. The joy of belonging to the church is that we
£ind our place and do our share in the ministry of Christ. This is an invifa-
tion to take part in this wministry...

To enlarge the comaunity of Christ by reaching out into
the vast city

To stretch out the concern of Christ among the people who
stand in need

To strengthen our knowledge of Christ, by growing in his word
and helping others to grow in his word...

So that all men might become cne.



